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May  
Highlights 

 
~ Vacation Bible School 

Registration Begins 
 

~ St. Paul Area 
Synodical Women’s 
Convention at St. 

Philip’s May 5 and 6 
 

~ New Member Sunday 
May 7 

 
~ Men’s Quarterly 
Meeting May 20 

 
~ Minnesota Boys 

Choir May 20 
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For through the law I died to the law,  

so that I might live to God. 

I have been crucified with Christ;  

and it is no longer I who live,  

but Christ who lives in me. 

And the life I now live in the flesh  

I live by faith in the Son of God, 

who loved me and gave himself for me.  

I do not nullify the grace of God; for if justification 

comes through the law 

then Christ died for nothing.    

~ Galatians 2:19-21 
 

“BEEN THERE, DONE 

THAT,” is a phrase we 

sometimes use if we want to 

say to someone, “I’ve had that 

same kind of experience.” It’s 

our way of saying that we 

know what the other person 

has felt or experienced. 
 

In a sense, believers can say 

that about the death and 

resurrection of Jesus. By faith in Jesus, we have become 

united with him so that his death and resurrection are 

considered ours. That’s what Paul was talking about when 

he said, “I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer 

live, but Christ lives in me.” The result is that Paul was no 

longer living for himself, but for Jesus. Jesus’ life was 

pulsating through Paul. The same is true for every 

Christian. 
 

This started when we were baptized into Jesus’ death so 

that we might also know the power of his resurrection. 

This continues each time we celebrate the sacrament of 

Holy Communion and thus proclaim Christ’s death until 

he returns. Every worship service we affirm our need for a 

Savior.  
 

How does this change the way we live? 
 

First, sin does not control us. Sin is real, but it’s not our 

master anymore. We died to it. We can obey God 

because Jesus, by his Spirit, lives in us. We will forever 

experience this tension between being sinner and saint 

while on this earth, but we know that Jesus’ victory over 

the powers of sin and death has become our victory.  
 

Second, we have a new identity. Our life is about who we 

are in Jesus. Our old self with its ugly record and selfish 

tendencies does not define us. Who we are is the person 

we are in Jesus. We are new creatures. We are now 

defined by our relationship with Jesus Christ who lives in 

us and through us. The lives we live we live by faith in the 

Son of God. Thanks be to God! 
  

Your Servant in Christ, 

Pastor Geier 
 

 

Preschool Chatter 
 

Wow, how time flies when we are having fun and learning 

so much. During the month of April we transformed the 

classrooms into the Wild West.  We dressed as cowboys 

and cowgirls, panned for gold, and rode in our classroom 

wagon.  We also learned about rhyming with the help of 

Dr. Seuss.  We ended Dr. Seuss week with crazy sock day 

and green eggs and ham as a snack.  However, the most 

important lesson we learned about was Easter. The 

teachers acted out The Triumphal Entry; we discussed the 

Last Supper and The Resurrection. 
 

In April we also held Parent Teacher Conferences.  Miss 

Becky and Miss Lorelei test each child on letters, letter 

sounds and numbers.  This really helps our parents who 

may be struggling with the decision of sending their child 

to Kindergarten this fall.  
 

We held our Family “Fun” raising night on March 31.  We 

were able to raise $1,200 to help families with tuition 

assistance.   
 

At Chapel this month Pastor Geier used Resurrection 

eggs to help the children understand Holly week better.  

The eggs are a way for the children to see, touch and hear 

the story of Easter through a familiar medium. 
 

In May, we are looking forward to our Zoo Field Trip, 

Family Appreciation Breakfast and end of the year 

programs 
 

Kim Sill 

Early Learning Center Director 

 

 

STEPHEN HILDING 

RECOGNITION - Please join us 

on May 14 between services to 

honor Stephen Hilding for his 

service to St. Philip’s this past year. 

Refreshments will be served. 

There will be a basket for your 

cards and notes of well wishes for 

Stephen and Annie.  
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Thank You!   
The Worship and Music Ministry Team expresses thanks 

to the following people for their leadership on Wednesday 

evenings and Maundy Thursday and Good Friday services 

in Lent:  Noreen Swanson, Dave Tank and Kurt Zabel 

who provided the instrumental accompaniment for 

“Holden Evening Prayer;” the Sanctuary Choir, Unity, 

Praise Band, JoyPhil Ringers,  Julia and Linnea Ronning for 

providing special music;  John Diischer for preparing slides 

and taking care of the microphone set ups needed for 

each service; the members of the soundboard team who 

manned the soundboard during Wednesday services;  the 

ushers, acolytes and Worship Coordinators who faithfully 

fulfilled their roles in leading worship; Cantors - Lori Best, 

Raul Jackson, Maria Gathje, Annette Raimann, Ryan 

Hummel, David Weisser, and a group of students who led 

the congregation in singing the “Holden Evening Prayer;”  

and to Pastor Geier, for his leadership in selecting the 

theme and material that was shared at the services.  

Thanks to all! 

 

 

- AMONG OUR OWN - 
 

Congratulations to… 

Nish and Kelly (Jacobs) Mamtora on their recent 

marriage. 

Steve and Tracy Pavelka on their 25th wedding 

anniversary on May 2. 

Steve and Mary Ellen Fox on their 30th wedding 

anniversary May 2. 

Randy and Lynn Arndtson on their 35th wedding 

anniversary May 8. 

Jim and Darla Wilcox on their 30th wedding 

anniversary May 16. 

Eric and Lisa Hellen on their 5th wedding anniversary 

on May 19. 

 

Sympathies to… 

Julie, Jake and Jenna Dale as they mourn the death of 

their husband and father, John Dale. 

Sharon Moody and family as they mourn the death of 

her mother Margaret Strum. 

Norm Holtorf and family as they mourn the death of 

his brother Alvin. 

Julie Sieben and family as they mourn the death of her 

father Pastor Joel Bexell. 

Deborah Dreher as she mourns the death of her father, 

Ingols Maurstad. 

Annette Hanson and family as they mourn the death 

of her father Ron Hauglie. 

 

Sunday School Minute 
 

You know that nice family you see sometimes on Sunday? 

Maybe their kids are similar in ages to yours and might be 

in the same Sunday school class.  Or maybe a little older 

or younger—but same ball park. They might even be an 

older couple or a super nice single person who helps with 

ushering. You see them most times you are at church and 

once and a while when you are at the grocery store. Ask 

them over for dinner one evening, or to meet at the park. 

Developing relationships with church family outside of the 

SPLC walls is something that’s not always easy, but it’s 

worth it. I think of the years during which I waited in the 

hallway for cherub choir to finish—next to other parents 

waiting for their children of the exact same ages. We did 

the smile and nod thing, but it took over a year before any 

of us really reached out for anything more.  Hindsight—in 

its magnifying way—makes me wish that first year hadn’t 

lasted quite so long. Some of my dearest friendships 

sprouted from that cherub choir group. We have shared 

memories of our children laughing and singing praise for 

God—a great base—and then there were birthday parties, 

chance meetings at the park, a planned lunch that 

stretched three hours, and so much more. So, ask for the 

phone number. Ask if you can meet up some afternoon. 

Sometimes the answer is ‘no thanks’, and that’s okay. You 

might not hit it off with everyone, but this is a big family! 

With summer just around the corner and ‘regular 

programming’ ending, now is the time to reach out. 

 

Stephanie Becken  

Director of Children, Youth and Family Ministries  

 

 

Teen Talk  
 

We still have spots open for 

this summer’s canoe trip—

August 9-12. We’ll be 

canoeing down the 

Flambeau River, sleeping 

under the stars, and 

regularly spraying each 

other with bug spray.  This 

trip has been a special time 

of fellowship and 

relationship building in the past, and we’re excited for 

another great trip. Please contact Stephanie Becken if 

you’re interested.  

 

All the best,  

Stephanie Becken  

Director of Children, Youth and Family Ministries  



4  THE PHILIPPIAN   May 2017 

Early in April we 

closed the books 

on March 

financials. The 

Finance Team is 

happy to report 

the following 

details. 

 

 

General and Miscellaneous Fund thru 3/31/17:       

 Actual Budget  Actual  

Year to Date:    3/17  3/17      3/16 

Income:   $126,634  $141,408    $140,250 

Expenses:  $122,345  $137,891  $112,146 

Over/(short):  $4,289    $3,517  $28,104 

Capital Fund Year to Date: 

 $39,872 $46,065 $43,121 

 
In addition to worship, the offerings that are received each 

week help to support a variety of programs, including the 

church office. For the month of March, did you know... 
 

 Three students, along with Stephanie, participated in 

Youth Quake, a fun weekend of faith and fellowship. 
 

 The Italian Dinner, a large fundraising event for our 

youth, was attended by 85 guests who were served 

by 16 students.  
 

 During Lent, 48 confirmation students were paired 

with adult mentors to share faith journey stories and 

learn from each other. 
 

 The church copier averages more than 20,000 

printouts a month. 
 

 Approximately 412 newsletters are mailed out each 

month. 
 

 An average of 285 bulletins is printed for a typical 

Sunday. 

 

Many thanks for all you do to support in the ministry of St. 

Philip’s! 

 

 

ADOPT A GARDEN AREA.  Building and Grounds 

Ministry invites you to sign 

up to take care of a 

specific garden area on the 

St. Philip’s grounds this 

summer.  Make your area 

the best it can be.  Help 

beautify this special place on the corner and 15th and 

Pleasant.  Sign up on the chart in the narthex.  Questions?  

Please contact Steve Wolverton at 651-437-6865. 

 

WELCA OUTING ADVENTURE JUNE 14. The 

Women of the ELCA will be 

heading out on their summer 

outing to the Old Log 

Theatre for lunch and the 

play “Ghost, the Musical”.  

Cost is $51.71.  Sign up on the kiosk.  Deadline to sign up 

is May 14. 

 

 

ONE TOMATO PLANT 

 

by Pastor Louise Stromberg 

Cross of Christ Lutheran, Houston, Minnesota 

 

This year I bought one tomato plant so that I could have a 

few small tomatoes for a salad 

each week.  I expected to pick 

about a half a dozen a week at 

most.  By the time I remembered 

to purchase a tomato rack for my 

plant it had grown rather large so 

I put the rack around it as best I 

could.  Buds were forming into 

little tomatoes.  The plant 

continued to grow.  And I waited 

expectantly for the sweet red fruit to ripen.   

 
The first time I went to pick the ripe tomatoes I brought a 

small bowl.  It was filled to overflowing.  I took a small zip 

lock bag of tomatoes to work to share.  The second time I 

went out to pick, about a week later, I filled a mixing 

bowl.  I took three bags to work to share. 

 
Not even a week later, I picked two mixing bowls full.  

This time I brought an ice cream container of sweet, red 

fruit to share.  My tomato plant continued to bear an 

abundance of tomatoes right up until a hard frost came in 

October.  As I thought about my expectations and the 

reality of the harvest I realized that this was a wonderful 

example of God's abundant blessings.  God gave far 

beyond my hopes.  The more I shared with others, the 

more that this plant seemed to produce.   

 
How like God's love was this abundance.  The more we 

share of God's love and blessings the more God gives us 

to share.  Whether that be through words of witness to 

God's love for us or gifts of material wealth, God blesses 

all we share and never forgets to rain down upon us 

continued love and gifts to sustains us in our existence on 

this earth.   

 

 

 



THE PHILIPPIAN   May 2017 5 

 

MEN’S QUARTERLY MEETING SATURDAY, 

MAY 20 - All men are invited to attend the next meeting 

of the St. Philip’s Men’s Group, a quarterly meeting at 

church  on Saturday morning for men of all ages.   Our 

presenter will be Hastings High School Science Teacher 

Joe Beattie who will discuss how his students are 

conducting monitoring studies on conditions at the lower 

Vermillion River and are attempting to restore native 

habitat.  Joe has been leading his students in this effort for 

many years and has much to offer on this subject.  Come 

around 8:30 am for some good coffee, a light snack and 

fellowship with others preceding the Joe’s message at 9 

am.  Q and A time will follow.  The meeting will conclude 

at 10 am.  Come and bring a friend!  Please mark your 

calendar now for this casual, fun and informative time.   If 

you have any questions, please contact Dan Retka at 651-

295-7835. 

 

 
MARY FISCHER MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP - 

Attention Ladies of St. Philip’s Lutheran Church who are 

presently pursuing a Bachelors Degree.   Applications are 

now being accepted for the Mary Fischer Memorial 

Scholarship.  This scholarship has been given for the past 4 

years to a number of women in St. Philip’s who were 

studying for a Bachelor’s Degree.  This can be anyone who 

is just entering college or someone entering their senior 

year of college. 

 

The application form may be picked up in the church 

office at any time.  Please fill it out completely and return 

it to the church office by May 15.  At that time the 

selection committee will determine who will be awarded 

the scholarship. 

 

Due to the growth of the fund the committee has 

determined that the award this year will be $1000 paid 

directly to the recipient. 

 

Don’t miss this opportunity to contribute to your own 

college fund, but also to honor a member of St. Philip’s 

who contributed so much to the growth of our 

congregation.  Mary passed away a number of years ago 

but her memory lives on through this contribution.  

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

July 17-20 with breakfast and worship on July 23 
 

Registration will open at the end of April for 3 year olds - 

just finishing 5th grade (Students who have finished 6th 

grade are welcome to volunteer—we will pair them with 

an adult to learn the VBS ropes!). 

 

Last year we had over 

80 students here the 

week of Vacation Bible 

School. This is an intense 

week—and so much fun. 

To make the week go 

well, adult and youth 

volunteers are need 

every step of the way. 

Whether you’d like to 

lead the craft room, help 

in the kitchen, lead registration, walk with preschoolers, 

chime with 5th graders, or play games—there are so many 

spots where adults and youth can make a difference in the 

lives of so many children.  
 

This year, we will be 

learning about the 

times of the 

Reformation with old 

school (super old 

school) crafting, 

games, music, and 

more as we 

celebrate like the 

reformers did—the 

joy that comes with loving God, reading the Bible, and 

lifting each other up as servants of our Father.  
 

Contact Stephanie Becken if you would like to volunteer 

for any part of the week in any capacity. We also need 

people to do decorating, prep work, and lots of ‘behind 

the scenes’ work in the weeks before VBS. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE BIBLE 

TIMELINE -    

 

Check out the Bible 

timeline in the hallway 

by the fellowship hall.  

It is fascinating.   
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“RESCUE IN THE NIGHT” WRAP-UP!  Daniel was 

rescued!  The lions were subdued!  Death was defeated 

again! 
 

35 children in grades 2-7 (Children’s Choir and Friends) 

presented the musical “Rescue in the Night” at two 

worship services on April 2 and a preview show on April 

1.  A total of 622 people attended these performances!  

The cast, crew and directors are full of thanks to all who 

attended, and to parents, people of St. Philip’s, and the 

staff of St. Philip’s for all of their assistance throughout the 

rehearsal and performance process.  We pray that though 

this unique ministry, the familiar story of Daniel’s 

faithfulness to God was brought to life in a new way for all 

who participated and all who were in the audience.  “Lift 

up your hands!  Say “Amen” to the one true King!”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SINCE YOU ASKED . . . 
 

What do you have to do to become a 

pastor, anyway?  
 

The first thing you have to do is have some sort of inkling 

that God may want to use you to serve the Church as a 

pastor, (in contrast to using you to serve the Church as a 

teacher, parent, businessperson, clerk, doctor, etc.) It is 

important to note that you do not need to be certain that 

ordained or professional ministry is for you. It was not 

until I was almost through with my internship that I 

became convinced that, yes, God did want me to be a 

pastor and I wanted to be one. The only prerequisite 

other than the afore mentioned “sense of call” is a 

bachelor’s degree in any field.  

 

The next step is to have a candidacy committee in the 

congregation endorse you and then get you connected 

with the candidacy committee for the synod. The purpose 

of this is to surround you with as much support as 

possible. You will eventually need to apply to a seminary 

and take the Graduate Record Examination, an ACT like 

test to get into graduate school.  

 

The Master of Divinity program for those seeking to 

become ordained pastors takes four years, with the third 

year being a year of internship working in a congregation. 

The curriculum includes everything from Old and New 

Testament studies to preaching and worship to pastoral 

care to church history to youth and family ministry and 

more. If you have further questions, please talk to Pastor 

Geier. The Holy Spirit may be calling you! 

 

THANKS FOR ASKING! 

    

 

2017-2018 CONFIRMATION BIG DATES  

 

August 30: Orientation for 7th, 8th, and 9th grade families 

and teacher training (evening) 
 

September 6:  First Night of Confirmation  
 

September 23: 10th grade workshop afternoon and 

celebration dinner 
 

September 24: Confirmation Sunday *10:30 Worship* 
 

October 11: Special Martin and Katy Luther Event 

*Extended Confirmation Night* 
 

October 13-15: Confirmation Retreat at Camp Victory 

 

More to Come in August  

 

**Times will come later this summer** 

 

Thirty five cast members, with lead director, Ellen Diischer, 

top row, flanked by co-directors Ann Fischer and Heidi 

Nelson.  Sound technicians John Diischer and Paul Hellen 

had considerable roles also. 

Lead cast members Alisha 

Brown as Daniel, and 

Owen Glade as King 

Darius, receiving their due 

recognition at the end  

of the musical 

Royal Captains of the Guard, 

Matthew Carda and Will 

Mace exiting the 

performance 
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CONFIRMATION WRAP UP - Our confirmation 

programming year has come to a close. This year, our 7th 

graders, taught by Brenda Rossow and Lisa Bergert, 

learned about the Old Testament with a focus on the 10 

Commandments. They did a lot of work with giant post-it 

notes—writing out what the commandments meant and 

working through the Small Catechism to understand what 

it means to break, keep, and exceed each commandment. 

They also wrote their own Psalms, Proverbs, and other 

verse to get a better understanding of what the Bible is, 

means, and holds meaning in every life in every time.  
 

Eighth graders were led by Shaunte Richards, Donnie 

Richards, and Stephen Hilding. This was an inquisitive 

group with big questions and big imaginations. They 

worked through the New Testament with focus on the 

Lord’s Prayer. They used interactive skits, YouTube 

videos, music, and object lessons regularly to help each 

other understand the word of God in ways that speak to 

different learning styles, with building relationships with 

each other and God at the heart of every lesson.  
 

Our ninth graders, taught by Beckie Shorter and Pastor 

Geier, learned about our Lutheran history and theology 

this year with units like ‘The Reformers’, ‘Adiaphora’, and 

‘Confession’ with special focus on the Apostles’ Creed. 

This busy class of good natured students embraced that 

faith is individual and unique. Our paths are different, but 

each of our stories is part of the greater story of Jesus 

Christ. Confirmation years are special—they are ones of 

building friendships, faith, and asking big questions.  
 

There is no thought that our youth come out of 

confirmation understanding everything and knowing 

everything about our shared faith lives and experiences. 

As with all education, our time together is for planting 

seeds, building relationships, and reminding each other 

that we’re all children of this amazing, relational God, and 

that our time together is holy, meaningful, and full of 

grace. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GARAGE AND PLANT SALE IS GROWING 

CLOSER - We cannot 

become complacent because 

we have done the Garage and 

Plant Sale twelve times before.  

Remove the flyer from this 

newsletter and set it out for 

your reference all during May.  
 

KEY FACTS ABOUT THE SALE:  

 Saturday, June 10, from 8 am - 3 pm 

 Start bringing donations Monday, June 5, from 9 

am until 7:30 pm at night.  We price them. 

 Please try to find a time to help with the sale by 

signing up after May 14. We work Monday until 

Friday noon.  

 Big help is needed Sunday, June 4 after the second 

service when we haul many things in from the 

garage with pickup trucks. 

 Big help is needed as the sale ends on Saturday, 

June 10, when it all gets put back and we have our 

church again. 

 This project is big but it has a beginning and an end 

and its purpose has greatly benefitted the 

ministries of St. Philip's.  
 

See you at the sign up boards starting May 14.   
 

Glenda Schnirring and Kathy Stockman  

 

 

THOUGHTS TO SAVOR: 
 

I’m breaking my habit of asking strangers, 

What do you do? 

as if they’re no more than what they do. 
 

I’ve begun asking,  

What are your dreams and dreads? 

What moves you, excites you, alarms you? 

What interests or bores you,  

amuses or grieves you? 

Where do you go when your homesick? 

Where do you rest when you’re tired? 

Who are you when you’re alone, 

and whom do you miss? 

And who misses you? 
 

But when we are dealing with questions, 

perhaps it’s really not  

what or where or who,  

but whose. 

Whose are you? And whose am I? 
 

Gerhard E. Frost 

Seasons of a Lifetime 

Thank you to Steve 

Amundson for 

expertly framing 

the Paul Oman 

mural. His 

generosity of time 

and talent is 

appreciated. 
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ANNUAL LUTHERAN SOCIAL SERVICE 

HOMELESS YOUTH COMPLIMENTARY 

LUNCHEON - Youth Experiencing Homelessness is a 

big issue everywhere. It is known that at least 1500 

unaccompanied Minnesota youth do not have a place to 

call home any night of the year. They are a group of young 

people 25 years and younger, many forced out of the 

foster care programs and onto the street, others forced 

out due to impossible conditions at home.  

               

If you are interested in attending this benefit luncheon on 

Tuesday, May 16 cars will be leaving from St. Philip's 

Parking Lot at 10:30 am. St. Philip's intends to have at least 

one table of participants.  This is a no-cost luncheon, but it 

is a fundraising event.  Time of registration and luncheon is 

11:30 am until 1:00 pm. The location is at Aria, 105 North 

1st Street in Minneapolis.    

 

Contact Glenda Schnirring (437-6246 or 

gleners@embarqmail.com) by Monday, May 9 if you are 

wanting to go.  You will be glad you went.  

 

 

MINNESOTA BOYS CHOIR - The Minnesota Boys 

Choir will be giving a concert at St. Philip’s on May 20, 

2017 at 7 pm. We are honored to be hosting this talented 

group, which has as one of its members the grandson of 

Raul and Ruth Jackson. Tickets will be available soon for 

$10 per person, with a special price of $25 for a family. 

After expenses, proceeds will go to Hastings Family 

Service. Refreshments will be served after the concert so 

that attendees can meet the boys. St. Philip’s will be 

serving a supper to the group prior to the concert. If you 

would like to donate toward this meal we will need 8 

large packages of potato chips, 12 packages of hamburger 

buns, or monetary donations toward the purchase of 

ground beef. Please contact Becky Raimann (651-437-

7175) or Marjorie Peterson (651-437-2722) if you have 

questions or would like to donate. We hope you will be 

able to attend this special event. 

 

 

AFTERNOON UNICORN TREATS FOR THE 

STAFF!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COOKIES AND CANVAS FUN – On Friday, April 7 

some elementary fellowship was going on at St. Philip’s.  

The group gathered together having a night of fun painting 

a canvas under the direction of Lacey Villavicencio and 

decorating and eating cookies.  It was a great night of 

fellowship and the artistic talent was evident. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:gleners@embarqmail.com
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IT ALL BEGINS WITH PALM SUNDAY - Holy 

Week began at St. Philip's with the waving of palm fronds 

by children and the congregation.  Strong festive music 

was expressed by the Senior Choir. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CELEBRATING FIRST COMMUNION - Maundy 

Thursday becomes the evening service when Pastor Geier 

concludes his introduction to the Sacrament of 

Communion to students whose parents have enrolled 

them into this aspect of their Christian education and 

experience. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ST. PHILIP’S OFFERS A TENEBRAE SERVICE - A 

rich addition to St. Philip's Holy Week offerings was the 

delivery of a Tenebrae service at 7:30 pm on Good Friday.  

Pastor Geier had written the service including Pastor Tim 

Peterson as the voice of the Passion Story as found in the 

Gospel of Mark.  
 

Fifteen candles were lit as the service began with the 

gradual extinguishing of them until only the Christ candle 

remained. It was a very devout and meaningful service for 

all who attended.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EASTER IS JOYFULLY CELEBRATED AT ST. 

PHILIP’S - A beautiful sanctuary adorned with mums and 

tulips brought the" life" of Easter into the room. Brass 

horns, handbells, the senior choir and the Praise Band 

were all involved in delivering the most well known Easter 

hymns along with ethnic music depicting the joy of Easter 

as musically expressed in other cultures.  It was enjoyed 

to the fullest by the congregation.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Helen Brudvig, (far right) is telling us the names of  

her Milwaukee son Dave, his wife Linda, 

 and their young son from Chicago 

Children are led by acolytes who are bringing in the "light of 

Christ" to begin the Palm Sunday service. 

Front row: Danielle Thurmes, Linnea Ronning, Joy Becken, 

Brooke Mace, Ellie King 

Middle Row:  Owen Meier, Parker McGinnis, Jenna Rossow, 

Roland Zietlow 

Back Row:  Leia Holm, Jared Hanson, Devin Hampl,  

Ty Mares, Jack Burke 

A stark undecorated altar is adorned with fifteen candles 

used in the litany of the Good Friday Tenebrae Service 
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A front view of the Cross and the 

parament of victory over death, 

 on a stately altar 

By far the youngest person 

in attendance at Easter 

worship was Jameson 

Stewart newly born child of 

Jessica and Scott Stewart. 

Along with their parents 

are brother Preston and 

sister Madison Stewart.  

Jamison was born on Good 

Friday, and at worship on 

Easter. 

Patty Todnem is holding her 

"empty tomb" muffin as 

something served at the Easter 

breakfast 

This young boy is 

thinking these are 

the most plastic 

Easter eggs he's 

ever been around 

Easter Breakfast Bakers 

"Good morning and 

Happy Easter" repeats 

Gerri Lundby as greeter 

to dozens of 

worshippers coming 

into the 10:30 service.  

Gerri can get especially 

friendly when she 

knows the worshipper 

well as she does Leland 

Inman 

 

Easter Breakfast pies, 

muffins and buns were 

served Easter morning 

The Easter Egg Hunt  
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Seven Stanzas at Easter  
by John Updike  

(1932–2009) 

 

Make no mistake: if He rose at all 

it was as His body; 

if the cells' dissolution did not reverse, the molecules 

reknit, the amino acids rekindle, 

the Church will fall. 

 

It was not as the flowers, 

each soft Spring recurrent; 

it was not as His Spirit in the mouths and fuddled 

eyes of the eleven apostles; 

it was as His flesh: ours. 

 

The same hinged thumbs and toes, 

the same valved heart 

that-pierced-died, withered, paused, and then 

regathered out of enduring Might 

new strength to enclose. 

 

Let us not mock God with metaphor, 

analogy, sidestepping, transcendence; 

making of the event a parable, a sign painted in the 

faded credulity of earlier ages: 

let us walk through the door. 

 

The stone is rolled back, not papier-mâché, 

not a stone in a story, 

but the vast rock of materiality that in the slow 

grinding of time will eclipse for each of us 

the wide light of day. 

 

And if we will have an angel at the tomb, 

make it a real angel, 

weighty with Max Planck's quanta, vivid with hair, 

opaque in the dawn light, robed in real linen 

spun on a definite loom. 

 

Let us not seek to make it less monstrous, 

for our own convenience, our own sense of beauty, 

lest, awakened in one unthinkable hour, we are 

embarrassed by the miracle, 
and crushed by remonstrance. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

THANK YOU TO ALL who purchased tulips and 

mums to beautify the sanctuary on Easter. 
 

Dan and Sue Retka, in honor of their children and Hugo 

and I memory of their parents. 
 

Al and Gail Carstensen in memory of David Carstensen. 

Steve and Joyce Wolver in memory of their parents. 
 

Jim and Jean Zeimet in memory of their daughter Sue 

Larson. 
 

Duane and Avis Hunstad in memory of Ivadelle Clausen 

and Glenn Johnson. 
 

Bob and Susan Cruse in memory of their parents. 

Gerri Lundby in memory of Ed Lundby. 
 

Paul and Sue Severson in celebration of the Risen Lord. 
 

Warren and Katie Thomas in memory of Grandma 

Carolyn. 
 

Joan Mason in memory of her husband Al Mason. 
 

Chuck and Barb Taffe in memory of their parents. 
 

Steve and Virginia Spence in memory of loved ones. 
 

Glenda Schnirring in memory of her husband Erwin 

Schnirring. 
 

Bob Weiszel 
 

Helen Brudvig in memory of her husband Wally Brudvig. 
 

Darla Kimmes in celebration of family. 
 

Denny and Pat Kohn in honor of their children. 
 

Dave and Robyn Tank in memory of loved ones. 
 

Sandi Hamann in honor of children, grandchildren and 

great grandchildren. 
 

Greg and Amy Geier in celebration of our Risen Savior.  
 

Kent and Pam Hoffman in honor of their grandchildren 

Sydney and Harrison. 
 

Wayne and Beth Fahlstrom 
 

Jon Faust 
 

Al and Patty Todnem in memory of their parents Krist and 

Celeia Todnem and Alvin Holmen. 
 

Gary and Alice McDougall in memory of their parents. 
 

Mary Lou Christenson in memory of family and friend. 
 

Tanya Thurmes in memory of nephew Memphis. 
 

Tracy Pavelka in memory of her father Ed Lundby. 
 

Doug, Danna, Libby and Abby Schultz in memory of their 

parents and grandparents. 
 

Paul and Karen Swanstrom in memory of their parents. 
 

Tim and Marjorie Peterson 
 

Steve and LuAnn Rechtzigel in memory of George Otto, 

Ervin and Ethel Rechtzigel and in honor of Liz Otto. 
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ST. PHILIP’S STAFF 

Gregory Geier, Senior Pastor 

   pastorgeier@splchastings.org 

Noreen Swanson, Organist 

Ellen Diischer, Music Director 

   ellend@splchastings.org 

Stephen Hilding, Praise Music Worship Leader 

 stephenh@splchastings.org 

Kim Sill, ELC Director 

 kims@splchastings.org 

Stephanie Becken, Director of Children, Youth 

and Family Ministries 

   stephanieb@splchastings.org 

John Bergland, Business Manager 

   johnb@splchastings.org 

John Diischer, Sound Board Technician 

 johnd@splchastings.org 

Lista Klocow, Office Manager 

   listak@splchastings.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ST. PHILIP’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 

1401 West 15th Street  

Hastings, Minnesota 

651-437-6541 

www.splchastings.org 
 

ST. PHILIP’S EARLY LEARNING CENTER 

www.spelcpreschool.com  
 

 

Church Office Hours: 

Monday - Thursday:  9:00 am – 4:30 pm 

Friday:  9:00 am - 2:00 pm 
 

Worship Schedule: 

8:30 and 10:30 am 

Sunday School 9:35-10:25 am 

Adult Forum 9:40-10:20 am 

Holy Communion the first three Sundays of the 

month  

Lenten Service at 7:00 pm April 5 

mailto:stephenh@splchastings.org

